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I. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 17, 1975 

PRESENTATION OF NATIONAL 
MEDAL OF SCIENCE 

Thursday, September 18, 1975 
12:00 noon (30 minutes) 

Blue Room and East Room 

Jim Canno'if?.,/'/ From: 

PURPOSE 

To present the National Medal of Science to the 
thirteen 1974 recipients. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN 

A. Background 

- The National Medal of Science is the Nation's 
highest award for distinguished achievements 
in science, mathematics and engineering 
development. 

- It was established by the 86th Congress in 
1959 to be awarded to individuals deserving 
of special recognition by reason of their out
standing contributions to knowledge in the 
physical, biological, mathematical, or engi
neering science. Since 1962 the medal has 
been awarded to eighty-nine distinguished 
scientists and engineers. 

- During the past year, the President's Committee 
on the National Medal of Science received 204 
nominations of distinguished and able individuals 
from the National Academies of Sciences and 
Engineering, from various professional societies, 
from colleges and universities, and from indivi
dual members of these organizations. 
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- Following the Awards Ceremony a luncheon 
will be held at the State Department with 
the Vice President as principal speaker. 
(Note: not all attending the ceremony are 
invited to the luncheon.) 

B. Participants: 

- Recipients of the medal (Tab B) • Eleven of 
the thirteen recipients will receive their 
medal in person. Mrs. Bloernbergen will receive 
the medal for her husband, Nicolaas Bloernbergen, 
who is in the Peoples Republic of China. Dr. 
Saunders MacLane, will accept the medal on 
behalf of Kurt Godel, who is too infirm to 
travel. 

- Dr. Guy Stever, Director of the National Science 
Foundation, will read the citation. 

- Members of Congress. (Tab C) 

- Several Cabinet and Agency heads. 

- Approximately 200 other guests from the scientific 
community, seventeen former recipients, and two 
former science advisers. 

C. Press Plan: 

- White House Photographer 

- Open Press coverage 

TALKING POINTS 

A. Meet with Recipients, their wives and Dr. Stever 
in the Blue Room. 

- I am glad to have this opportunity to meet each 
of you and your wives personally before the 
formal presentation of the awards. 

I want you to know how pleased I am to be able 
to participate in honoring you. I have had the 
opportunity to see the important contribution 
of science since my early days in the Congress. 
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- I am anxious to see that we continue our 
support of science because I know how important 
it is to the future of the nation. 

- I am looking forward to early Congressional 
approval of our proposal for an Office of 
Science and Technology policy in the White House. 

B. Formal Awards Ceremony 

Statement (Approved by Paul Theis) at Tab D. 

- Please do not mention the luncheon following 
the ceremony, because some guests are not 
invited. 

Tabs 

A. Sequence of Events 
B. Recipients of the medal 
C. Members of Congress attending 
D. Presidential Statement 
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RECIPIENTS 

Mrs. Huberta D. Bloembergen will 
accept on hehalf of her husband, 
Nicolaas. Dr. Bloembergen is in 
The Peoples Republic of China. 

Dr. Britton Chance 

Dr. Erwin Chargaff 

Dr. Paul J. Flory 

Dr. William A. Fowler 

For Dr. Kurt Godel, Dr. Saunders MacLane, 
member of the National Science Board, 
will accept the meqal. Dr. and Mrs. 
Godel are both too infirm to travel. 

Dr. Rudolf Kompfner 

Dr. James V. Neel 

Dr. Linus c. Pauling 

Dr. Ralph B. Peck 

Dr. Kenneth S. Pitzer 

Dr. James A. Shannon 

Dr. Abel ~volman 





















The President's Committee on the 

National Medal of Science 

DR. CHARLES P. SLICHTER, Chairman 

DR. JoHN D. BALDESCHWIELER 

DR. IVAN L. BENNETT, ]R. 

DR. R. H. BING 

DR. THEODORE L. CAIRNS 

DR. RoBERT H. DicKE 

DR. lvAR GIAEVER 

DR. wILLIAM p. LEAR 

DR. WILLIAM D. McELROY 

DR. NATHAN M. NEWMARK 

DR. KEITH R. PoRTER 

DR. PHILIP HANDLER, Ex 0 fficio 

DR. H. GuYFORD STEVER, Ex 0 fficio 

The National Medal of Science was established by 
Act of Congress in 1959 " ... to provide recognition 
for individuals who make outstanding contributions in 
the physical, biological, mathematical, and engineering 
sciences.'' 




